St. Bernadette’s Class Spring Information Letter
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We hope you had a really lovely Christmas and wish you a Happy New Year! Thank you for all the lovely cards and gifts we received. They were much appreciated.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The children have told us all about their Christmas holiday, and it’s clear that they had a brilliant time. They have settled back into their school routine really well and are ready for the exciting term ahead with new topics to learn and Easter to celebrate.
General class information
Morning Drop off
This term, we have changed our morning drop off arrangements. Our school day starts at 8.45am with a range of morning activities and small group interventions. This is a time when we will work with a group of children picking up on something they find difficult, or pre-teach skills to help them with the learning for that day. It is also an important time as it gives children a chance to reconnect with their friends and get themselves ready for learning. In order to maximise this vital learning opportunity, children will now go directly into the classroom instead of waiting on the playground for the bell to ring. The classroom door will be open for drop off from 8:35am to 8:45am. Please note that parents are not allowed into the classroom at this time.
Attendance/Lateness 
Good attendance remains a top priority in school. Excellent attendance has a positive impact on our children's learning and our curriculum is packed with lots of learning. Missing school can mean missing crucial learning. After the seasonal illnesses prior to Christmas, we hope to see improved attendance in school this term. The children love it when they win the ‘Attendance Fish’ during Celebration Assembly and our class aim to have an opportunity to look after it soon! Also, please ensure children are in school by 8.45am prompt to prevent lateness.
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P.E. 
Our P.E. lessons take place on Mondays and Wednesdays. Please can children come to school in their P.E. kit on a Wednesday. On a Monday, please could children come to school in their regular school uniform, and black trainers. Children with earrings should bring tape to cover them or remove them for these lessons.



[image: ]Homework
[image: ]Homework will include reading (including phonics) and spelling, and either a Maths or Literacy related task. Homework will be given out on Fridays and must be returned, completed, on the following Wednesday.
Phonics and Reading
Reading practice – phonics books
Each week, the children will have several reading practice sessions with the teacher where they will be working on various reading skills linked to our phonics programme. The books used for these sessions will be sent home on a Thursday for further home reading practice, to develop the children’s fluency and understanding. Please keep the books in the children’s book bags every day, as they will also be needed in school and collected in on a Wednesday. Unfortunately, we are not able to provide a new book if your child’s current book is not returned. 
Reading at home
[image: ]Reading at home is a big focus in Year One. We strongly encourage the children to read to an adult every day, even if it’s only a couple of pages. It really makes all the difference! Please ensure you are reading as much as possible with your child and please continue to sign their diary when they read at home, as these are checked every Friday. Reading books and diaries should be in school every day. Please record your child’s reading in their school reading diary, as they will be rewarded with a star when they read at home for five consecutive days. When they earn a certain number of stars, they are then rewarded with prizes and certificates. Our school library will also provide a book for your child to share with you at home. Please note that we are unable to issue new library books or reading practice books if children do not return their current book. 
Water Bottles
Please ensure your child brings a filled and named water bottle to school every day, that has a ‘sports type’ top so it doesn’t spill on workbooks. We request that only water be put in the bottles which will be used in the classroom (no flavoured water or squash please). Please can we also ask that water bottles are not put in book bags as the water can spill over books.
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Healthy Breaktime snacks
[image: ]We encourage all children to have a healthy snack at breaktime. The school provides fresh fruit and vegetables for the children to take out to break each day, so there is no need for you to send in a morning snack. If your child prefers to eat fruit or vegetables that differ to those typically provided in school, it is fine for your child to bring in fruit or vegetables of their own. However, please do not provide your child with other snacks, such as biscuits or crisps, as they will be unable to consume them at break time.
Show and tell
Children can bring in something to show the class one day a week. If they don’t have anything to show, that’s not a problem – they can tell us something instead!
Mondays - Red Group		Tuesdays - Green Group 	Wednesdays - Yellow Group Thursdays - Blue Group 	Fridays - Purple Group

[image: ]Patsy the Panda 
Patsy the Panda is our class toy! Each week, a ‘class superstar’ will be chosen to take Patsy home with them for the weekend. They are encouraged to write/draw in Patsy’s diary (you can also take pictures and stick them in) so that on Monday they can show the class the diary and tell everyone about what they got up to with Patsy at the weekend. 
[image: ]

Trip to the Seaside!
Finally, I’m delighted to advise that, to support our geography topic, we have arranged a day trip to the seaside for the children on 30th March, at Chichester Harbour Education Centre, Dell Quay, West Sussex. This promises to be a great day out. Children will have the chance to explore the shoreline and learn about coastal habitats. Wellies must be worn, so please start looking now for a pair for your child to bring on the day. More information will follow regarding this visit.
I hope that you find this information useful and if you have any questions or concerns throughout the term, please feel free to come and see me! 
Kind regards, 
Mrs E Phillips						 Mrs M. Sadie
Class Teacher 						Head of School
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