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Welcome to St. Francis Class (Year 5)

Dear Parents, 

I would like to take this opportunity to warmly welcome you and your child back to school after what was hopefully a restful summer break. It is so fantastic to see all of the children back in school looking rested and keen to learn.  

General Class Information

Class trips/visits this term:

Hooke Court Residential meeting: our parent information evening is on Tuesday 10th October at 6.15pm in the school hall. A reminder will be sent out nearer the time.

Hooke Court Residential: Wednesday 1st November to Friday 3rd November 2023.

PE Times

Our PE lessons are scheduled to take place on Wednesday and Friday.  Please send your child into school on both days in PE kit.  The PE kit consists of a T-shirt in House colours, navy/black shorts or navy/black gym skirt.  For outdoor PE the children will need plain black trainers.  During the colder months they will require a tracksuit bottoms for outdoor games. A school jumper/cardigan to be worn for warmth.

MUGA: It would be really useful for all children to have a pair of trainers in school every day, as this will allow them to use our MUGA.   These trainers can be brought into school on a Monday and taken home on a Friday (they will be stored in their lockers) or can remain in their lockers for the term.  Our main MUGA day is Mondays but children must not wear their trainers to school on that day.

Water Bottles

It is important for your child to bring a water bottle into school every day; it is helpful if these are named. 

Homework

Your child will receive a variety of weekly homework tasks on a weekly basis, this will include a combination of Maths, spellings, reading comprehension and times tables practise. Your child will receive homework on Fridays, which is to be returned by the following Wednesday. Some of these tasks will be set online using Education City and it is expected that time on Times Tables Rock Stars will form a part of their weekly homework. Please let us know if you are having issues accessing this at home, login details are provided for all children in Homework books.  Spellings are set on a Friday and sent home in a pink spelling book.  Please ensure that this pink book is in school every Friday.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The children will have weekly spelling and times table tests, to support their progress in these areas of learning.  Please ensure that your child completes their homework on time.  Often it will be in preparation for future lessons, or consolidation of lessons that have recently been taught. 

Reading

Reading lessons make up an important part of our curriculum. During Year 5, we will use a variety of text work to develop your child’s reading skills (Eg: comprehension of a text, ability to make a prediction) through weekly whole class lessons and smaller group sessions, where necessary. 

Reading remains a part of weekly Homework. If applicable, your child will continue to work their way through the relevant colour banded books which can be changed on a daily basis. All children will continue to be given the opportunity to select a book to read for pleasure from our Library. These can be changed every Thursday. Some children, who have been identified as ‘Free Readers’, will be able to select two books form the library – one (fiction book) will be their reading book, with the second book being purely for their enjoyment. 

Please encourage your child to read their school books with you at least 5 times a week, approximately 15 minutes each day.  Reading Diaries should be in school every day and will be checked every Tuesday to ensure that regular reading is taking place and being recorded.  If your child has not read at home, only reading once or twice during the week or they forget their reading diary, they will spend 10 minutes of their break reading.  Every child that receives a green line in their reading diary will receive 5 dojo points.

Home School Communication

Your child has brought home a blue Home/School Book. If you need to ask, inform or communicate with the school this could be an option for you. If you do write a message in it, please ask your child to give us the book as soon as they get to school. It may also be used for the teacher to write down any information. Please ensure your child brings it into school every day. Alternatively, you are of course welcome to contact the school office to arrange a telephone appointment. 

Please find attached additional curriculum information to give you an insight into some of the activities your child will be doing this term. I hope that you find this information useful, if you have any queries or concerns please contact the Office to arrange an appointment. 

With regards, 

Mrs Turner						Mrs Sadie
Year 5 Class Teacher				Head of School
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